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Abstract: "The Union Parishad Act-2009" is a latest law enacted for 'Local-Self
Goveriiment' which has been passed in The Ninth Natjional Parliament of
Bangladesh in October 15, 2009. Before enacting this law, several acts have
been made in favour of this institution since 1870 when the concept of 'Union
Council’ was incepted in the then Bengal province in British era. The name of
this institution has been changed many times along with its authorities and
responsibilities with the course of time. In fact, the Union Parishad is the only
oldest local self-government institution in India, Pakistan and Bangladesh era,
which deals with the grassroot level's people. Earlier it was a selection based
institution, but in course of time it became an election based organization. After
liberation war of Bangladesh, no female representative was in that
organization. In 1976, two selected female representatives included in the
parishad which number is increased up to three in 1983. The 'Ward' system has
been introduced in 1973 which denotes the small unit of Union Parishad.
Earlier there were 3 wards, where 9 members, 3 from each ward, were elected.
From 1993 the union parishad had been devided into 9 wards where 1 member
was elected from each ward and 3 old wards had been made reserved for only
Sfemale candidates who will elected through competition among the female
contestants.

The N\Salient Seature of this law is to keep unchanged the prevalent ward and
election system in open 9 wards and 3 female reserved wards. The
commendable inclution is to constitute 13 'Parmanent Committees' with the
light of 'The National Parliament', headed by 9 general ward members, 3
Jfemale members and | chairman. The permanent committees will look after 13
prescribed fields and suggest the parishad for overcoming the raised problems
of those fields for the local people. Besides, 'Open Budget Formulation' system
has been introduced which will be finalized in the pre-declared open meeting in
all wards. Moreover, a 'Citizen Charter' also introduced to get desired
information from the parishad excluding some 'Classical Documents' which
bears secrecy of the government. It is notable that, the parishad has been
empowered to take pecuniary measures  against some particular
crimes/offences up to 15000/ taka for first time offence and more 200/ taka per
day cumulatively after st punishment in case of 2nd time offence. Most of the
important particles of the present law have been critically and comparatively
reviewd with previous laws and suggested some measures to the Government of
Bangladesh.
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